Newsletter of Rosebud Foundation.

July 24, 2001

A lot has been happening recently and I wanted to give all of you an update.

In the area of Juveniles, David Kirk has met with Mr. Montgomery, acting director of Marietta RYDC about starting the program there.  He will be adjusting the curriculum in Houses of Healing, the book we are using for the adults for use with the youth.  We have gotten in background checks and applications for a few folks, and hope to schedule an onsite orientation as soon as the checks come back. My vision is that David and Cynthia will take others in with them as they facilitate the classes at Marietta so that we will have other facilitators ready to start at Metro and then the other centers.  If you are interested, please let me know so I can get you the forms.

On July 10, I met with Shari Hodgson, a super dynamic lady who has been facilitating the InSight program in the Federal Bureau of Prisons for the last 10 or so years.  She lives in the Orlando area. BOP has in the last couple of years expanded her program to include more prisons in the system.  She has agreed to bring the program to Georgia if we can pay for it.  In May I had attended Unity North Church.  The minister there allows folks to share specific concerns with the congregation.  I took a couple of minutes to share about Rosebud.  After the service was over, I met Annette Henderson who works with the programs division of Georgia’s Department of Corrections.  She said that they were finally starting to look at programs again, and she wanted me to talk to her boss.  I have had a couple of conversations with her since, and have a first meeting with the Georgia DOC the end of next week.  She will help guide me through the process of how we will be perceived.  This first meeting I plan to share some of the vision with a general introduction to Shari’s program.  Shari has agreed to come up to do the actual presentation to them about her program later.  Here again, Shari will need more facilitators to work with her, so if you are interested or know folks who are, keep this in mind.

A couple of weeks ago I got a call from Carol Selman.  I had met Carol at a women’s retreat a couple of years ago.  She had been visiting a gentleman incarcerated at Atlanta as part of a volunteer program to provide visitors for inmates that did not have any connection with the outside.  She was interested in the progress of the foundation.  I shared that the 501c3 had been approved by IRS and I was now ready for the money.  She shared that she regretted that she did not have money to give, but ASKED PERMISSION TO WRITE A GRANT!  What a gift!  Carol works for the Center for Disease Control on the other end of the grant flow, so is real familiar with the process.  We have met a couple of times and I am so blessed to have her working with me.

Unity Marietta gave us a generous check last week, and that will really help with this month’s expenses.  I graciously and lovingly accept energy – including  money.  If you have an organization that you feel would be receptive to listen to what we are doing, please let me know.

Last night I attended a meeting regarding Victory over Violence.  Governor Barnes declared the month of May 2001 Victory over Violence month.  This seems to be a good place to network, and may be a source of funding as well.  We will see.  I am still evaluating all of that and welcome your comments and suggestions.  Through this program, I have become aware that there is another opportunity for our involvement.  It may look like an aftercare program for kids and their families after they have left the Juvenile Justice system in Paulding County.  I believe there is a location available and funding as well.  Anyone interested in this?  I will keep you updated – may know more on Friday.

One of the requirements for the grants is to consider how the programs will be funded after the grant money gives out.  This has made me think more about how I had initially conceived the foundation.  One of the components is a business division that would have within it places of employment for x-offenders, and would provide for those who were ambitious a way to start their own businesses.  These businesses might include a bakery, catering business, construction, trucking company, hair and nail salons, etc.  The profits would fund the residential and educational divisions.  So what I am opening up for the foundation is an additional key player.  I am looking for a successful entrepreneur, perhaps someone in their 40’s, 50’s or 60’s, perhaps someone who has recently sold their business and is financially secure, and now is looking for their next incredible challenge and a willingness to give back.  I know that you can hold this vision with me and together we can create what we need to make Rosebud Foundation a major part of the solution of violence and separation.  

All of you please know that I appreciate your energy and support.  Rosebud Foundation is starting to blossom.

Gratitude and Blessings,

Mary

