State of the Rosebud Foundation

October 2002

Rosebud Foundation continued through this last fiscal year to address the needs of folks who are or were incarcerated. We have expanded our presence with the resources we have had, even though our financial base has diminished. 

The Gainesville Diversion Center classes in Introspection have continued throughout the year. We stopped giving out books in January because of financial constraints. I became aware that inmates can request their own copies of Houses of Healing books from the Lionheart Foundation at no cost to them if they write from prison and indicate they cannot pay. Serious participants have done that. Our not giving out books for participation has meant that the number of folks served at Gainesville has significantly dropped. Last year we served a total of 64 women, and this year we have served 41. The men's totals were 18 for last year and seven this year. We have continued to give out journals for participants who come the first time and certificates for attendance and journal entries. 

We have made new inroads in our relationship with the Department of Corrections this year with the beginning of a new class at Metro. This class started in February with very small attendance, and continued in that manner for several months. Even with the small attendance it was obvious that we were making a difference by being there and holding a presence. In August the class attendance picked up. The lead counselor agreed to allow us to present an overview of the class to a larger group of women one evening in September and to her staff the next day. Then we began an actual twelve week class to a group of twenty women on October 9. The next week we had thirty-two, and last week we had seventeen with two new members of the class. I had thought I wanted to end newcomers coming in after the second class but allowed the two new ones in. I was grateful that I did as one of them had a major awakening in the visualization we did that evening. I continue to be amazed at the response of the folks who have been willing to look at things differently. Corrections Officers have noticed and commented of the difference in behavior of women who have attended, giving credit to this class. From February to the end of September forty women have attended class, half coming more than once, and ten of them attending at least four times. (These statistics do not include the class started earlier this month). 

The lines of communication with the Department of Corrections Programs Division have continued with the intention of expanding existing programs and starting new ones. We had several new folks trained at Gainesville in August, and then recently found out that some and maybe all of that training will have to be done over. Nevertheless, we have persevered and are doing whatever we need to satisfy their requirements for volunteers. I have also been blessed to find folks who are willing to do this as part of their volunteer work. Recently we have also opened lines of communication with Georgia Pardons and Parole. 

We paid Sandra Gaither to provide GED instruction in Gainesville until the end of 2001. Adult Education in that area finally picked up the finances for that program. Debra Duke, lead counselor has been so appreciative about the progress we made with some of the participants of the program. 

We paid Roosevelt Gates to facilitate the men's classes at Gainesville through September. We recently told him that financial constraints prevent us from paying him anymore. He has agreed to do one class monthly there on a volunteer basis. 

The folks who received training this summer through Rosebud Foundation are Doug Davis, Jim Ivey, May Blossom Brown, and Frances Rees. May Blossom facilitated the class with me at Metro and was instrumental in the increase in interest in that class. She has a great energy and the women respond well to her. Jim Ivey is facilitating that class with me now, and he brings a calming influence to us all. Doug Davis intends to begin a Miracles class at a men's facility. I have been talking with Department of Corrections to initiate that program, which we intend beginning in January. Frances, Jim and Doug have helped with the Gainesville classes this summer. 

AND for the future:
Two youth detention facilities still want us to be a presence there. The youth material related to Houses of Healing should be available in the first part of next year. We are looking toward expanding the number of facilities this year as well as begin more work with x-o's who are transitioning out of prison. 

I am so grateful to all of you who have contributed to a successful year. 

With Gratitude and Blessings, 


Mary R. Campbell 
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